
The Clutton Stone 
120kg / 265lb 
N51.34565 W2.56351 

The Clutton Stone is believed to be a stable 
stone. These stones have been used since the 
18th century to raise hay or other animal feed/
bedding away from the floor to prevent access to 
rodents. Judging by its design, it is one of the 
earlier examples. Therefore, its use can be 
estimated to date back to the mid 1700's at the 
beginning of the family farm. It would have been 
carved and shaped from local Bath sandstone. 
The stone remained on the farm beyond its use 
as a stable stone. During the early 20th century, 
from around 1900's - 1950’s, Henry’s 
grandfather Bernard can recall the stone being 
used as a test of strength during the hay making 
season. Local farm hands would often help bale 
and load the hay by hand into a large horse and 
cart, prior to tractors and trailers. In return for 
this, some would receive payment in produce, 
such as cider. Bernard can recall that if a farm hand was able to lift the stone from the 
ground during down time from collecting the hay, they would receive extra cider or 
cheese.  

As a young boy, Henry can also remember his father David attempting to lift the 
stone, and remembers sitting on top of it daydreaming about lifting the stone in the 
future. 



Legend of the Stone 

Harold Dagger was reportedly the first person to lift the stone in 1884. He was known 
in the local village of Clutone (now modern day Clutton) as “The Bull” due to his 
large head and immense strength. 
After the great storm of 1884, the stone was found to be blocking the stream that still 
flows through the bottom of Dagger Wood Campsite. Threatening to flood the pastures 
of his beloved livestock, Harold heaved the stone up to his chest and carried it once 
around the entire field.  
The stone was kept and stands as a test of strength to this day. 
 

Directions: 

The stone is located at Dagger Wood 
Campsite, 10 miles south of Bristol, 
England.  
To arrange a lift, contact Henry via the 
campsite’s Instagram or Facebook page: 

Instagram: @daggerwood_campsite 
Facebook: Dagger Wood Campsite 
Email: daggercamping@gmail.com 

Postcode: BS39 5QP 

DO NOT attempt to drive down the steep off road path through the campsite to the 
stone. You will need to park either at the top of the path (figure 1) or in the open field 
(figure 2) 100m north along Lower Bristol Road. Then walk down the path to the 
bottom. The stone is located next to the shower block.
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